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16th Meeting of the United Cities and Local Governments Executive 

Committee 
29 and 30 May 2017 

La Tour Hassan Palace Hotel, Rabat, Morocco 

 

 

1. Announcements and Opening Remarks 
 
The acting president welcomed all delegates to the meeting. He thanked Mayor Khalifa Sall, the 
UCLG-Africa president for entrusting him with the responsibility to lead the meeting in his 
absence. The acting president thanked His Majesty of the Kingdom of Morocco and the people of 
Morocco for their sustained support for the UCLG-Africa. He also welcomed the president of the 
UCLG World, Parks Tau, for affording the time in his busy schedule to attend the meeting. 
The acting president declared the meeting duly convened. 
 
Address by Delegate Minister – Kingdom of Morocco 
 
The Minister welcomed delegates and thanked them for their commitment and endurance of 
long journeys to travel to Morocco in their service of Africa. He noted that the meeting would 
discuss very important matters and hoped for success. He announced that with the return of 
Morocco to the African Union, there were opportunities for Morocco to engage in south-south 
cooperation as the Kingdom was keen to be engaged in Africa’s development. 
He also announced the Kingdom’s initiatives to improve liveability in the Sahara and the 
importance of the Marrakech COP 22 recommendations on climate change. He thanked the 
mayor of the City of Rabat for hosting the meeting. 
 
Address by Mr Omari 
 
On behalf of the president of the Association of Mayors of Morocco, Mr Omari welcomed 
delegates to Morocco and conveyed the association president’s apologies for being unable to 
attend the meeting due to earlier commitments. 
Mr Omari described Morocco’s commitment to decentralisation and reported that the Kingdom 
had made some quantum leaps in improving on its decentralisation policy and implementation. 
In this regard, the Kingdom was willing to share its experiences for the benefit of others. The 
country would pursue the implementation of the recommendations of the Marrakech COP 22 as 
the country considered that Climate Change was an important phenomenon to be recognised 
and effectively responded to. 
 
Address by Parks Tau – President UCLG-World 
 
Mr Parks Tau, president of the UCLG-World, thanked the minister for continuing to host and 
support the UCLG-Africa and congratulated the Kingdom for re-joining the African Union.  
He reiterated the importance of cities involvement in the implementation of global agendas. He 
informed the meeting that in the context of the implementation of the New Urban Agenda he 
had been appointed by the United Nations Secretary General as the co-chairperson of the High 
Level Panel of the review of UN Habitat and the implementation of the New Urban Agenda. The 
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Panel had been tasked to conclude its work by end of June 2017. He insisted that his submission 
to the Panel be also and primarily informed by the proposals coming from local governments 
and ministries in charge of local governments, hence his request to the audience in that regard. 
 
Address by the Mayor of Rabat 
 
The mayor of Rabat welcomed delegates to the City that hosts of the UCLG-Africa Secretariat 
since its inception. He informed delegates that the city was the cultural capital of the Kingdom 
now having its first tramway. It is a historical settlement of knowledge with a well renowned 
university that enrolled approximately 50,000 students 8,000 of them from other African 
countries. The city promotes public green spaces and ranks high among world cities with this 
objective. The city also promotes safe neighbourhoods that are designed to protect women and 
girls. All these projects contribute to the realisation of Africa’s Agenda Vision 2063, the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the New Urban Agenda. The Kingdom had also 
returned to the African Union, the family of African nations. Morocco has already started to 
make contributions to the development of Africa. 
Finally, the mayor reiterated the Kingdom’s support for Africities and to UCLG Africa and 
confirmed that this will continue in the future. 
 
Address by the President of the Association of Regional Councils of Morocco 
 
The president of the Association of Regions of Morocco expressed his gratitude to the UCLG-
Africa for inviting the association to attend the meeting. He informed the meeting that the 
association represented the twelve regions of Morocco and drew analogy on the similarity of 
role and functions with the UCLG-Africa. Both organisations believed that local governments 
were at the heart of development.  Issues such as Climate Change, the realisation of Sustainable 
Development Goals and the New Urban Agenda all have impact on local governments.  
He expressed the desire for regions to be members of the UCLG-Africa and to engage Moroccan 
regions in the activities of the UCLG-Africa. He also expressed the desire to start a network of 
African Regions. 
The acting president drew attention to the provisions of the UCLG-Africa new constitution 
which now stipulates the eligibility of regions to be members of the UCLG-Africa.  

2. Confirmation of Quorum for the Meeting 
 
The secretary general, having assessed the attendance register for qualified members confirmed 
a quorum for a valid meeting of the Executive Committee. The Acting President, Mayor Hugues 
Nguelendele, accordingly declared the 16th Session of the Executive Committee duly convened 
and opened. 

3. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Executive Committee Meeting 
 
Having been circulated in advance and no objections expressed on any item, the minutes were 
confirmed as a correct record of the proceedings of the 15th meeting of the Executive Committee 
held on 11 November 2016. 
 
ADOPTED 
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4. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings: Status of Implementation of 
Resolutions 

 
1. Statutes of the UCLG-Africa: The Secretary General reported that the issues pertaining to 

the constitution had all been finalised and that the new Constitution had been adopted 
at the General Assembly held on 13 November 2016. 

2. Recruitment of Deputy Secretary General: The Secretary General reported that two 
candidates had been shortlisted, one from Ghana and the other from Rwanda. A decision 
is expected soon on the selection of a substantive Deputy Secretary General. 

3. Strengthening of the Secretariat: The Secretary General reported that the audit firm 
KPMG had commenced assessment of the organisation and would brief the meeting on 
progress the next day. 

4. Report on the Situation of the UCLG-Africa President: Mr David ANDRE, President of the 
Association of Districts of Victoria and Vice-president, UCLG Africa for East Africa 
Region presented a report on a solidarity and support visit by a delegation led by the 
UCLG-Africa to the incarcerated mayor of Dakar and president of the UCLG-Africa, M. 
Khalifa Sall. President Sall has been in prison since March 2017. The delegation had met 
Mr Khalifa Sall and had been impressed by his resilience and commitment to principles. 
The delegation also met members of the Council and staff of the City of Dakar; defence 
lawyers; as well as Mr Khalifa Sall’s wife.  
The deputy mayor of the City of Dakar was called upon to address the meeting on the 
latest situation regarding the detention of president Sall. The deputy mayor expressed 
her sense of shock at the seemingly unjustified detention of the president. Contrary to 
the requirements of legal rights, Mr Sall had been denied bail and remains incarcerated 
amid suspicion that his bid for the national presidency could have contributed to his 
demise. She, however, expressed pride that the UCLG-Africa was presided over by a high 
quality leader who respected democracy and the rule of law.   Following expressions of 
sympathy and praise for Mr Khalifa Sall by each member of the visiting delegation and 
other members, it was considered that in order to demonstrate the UCLG-Africa’s 
commitment to democracy and the rule of law, the meeting should consider issuing a 
Declaration on the matter.                                                                                                       
 
RESOLVED: That the Executive Committee issue a Declaration on its stance on 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law in support of and solidarity with the 
incarcerated president Khalifa Sall. 
 

 
5. AFRICITIES 2018 Progress Report: The mayor of Brazzaville reported that preparations 

for the Africities Summit were progressing well. There had been some delays due to 
public  finance tensions stemming from the fall in crude oil prizes.  However he assured 
the Executive Committee to have secured the approval of the event by the Head of State 
in person, which has put in motion all key institutions concerned with the preparation 
and organization of the Summit at the national level. He confirmed therefore that the 
summit would go ahead as planned, however, the anticipated launch scheduled for June 
would have to be postponed until October or November 2017. He invited members of 
the Executive Committee to avail themselves to participate in the official launch of the 
preparatory process which exact dates will be communicated in due course after having 
consulted the agenda of the President of the Republic. 
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5. Implementation of the UCLG-Africa 2017 Activity Plan 

 
The Secretary General presented the activity report for the period since the last Executive 
Committee meeting. The Secretary General explained the delays in the implementation of 
projects citing cash flow and logistical challenges. He emphasized, however, that all projects 
committed under the current phase of the agreement with the European Commission were to be 
implemented before the end of December 2017 otherwise the allocated funding would be lost. 
 
1. Decentralisation, Transfer of Competences and Funding: The Secretary General briefed 

the meeting on the project on the evaluation of the costs of competencies transferred 
under decentralisation which was started in Benin and now being implemented in 
Burkina Faso, Niger, Cote d’Ivoire and Chad. The project compares the costs between 
those incurred by central government prior to decentralisation and what currently was 
being transferred to the local governments that assume the functions from now on. In 
Benin, it had been demonstrated that the State owed local governments funds. In the 
other countries where the project was implemented the project had established a case 
to raise with the relevant funding authorities and dialogues had commenced. 

2. Green Climate Fund: The Secretary General drew attention to the need to capacitate 
local governments to take full advantage of the available funding under the Green 
Climate Fund (which is supposed to spend up to 100 billions dollars a year starting from 
2020) to address Climate Change related challenges. Capacity building was required to 
enable local governments to prepare eligible proposals. Failure by local governments to 
access Green Climate funds should be avoided. The Secretary General informed the 
meeting that he had invited the African lead negotiator for the Climate Change Agenda 
to state how far we were and what is expected of us. The UCLG-Africa advances the 
argument that local governments must be included in the Green Climate Funding 
regime. At present the fund only addresses requests of national states. He also suggested 
that the UCLG-Africa could be considered for the role of delivery partner for the Green 
Climate Fund pertaining capacity building and technical assistance to African local 
governments in implementing the Nationally Determined Commitments (NDC). 

3. Africa Local Government Academy (ALGA): The Secretary General reported on the 
Executive Masters and specialized Colleges Programme under development by ALGA 
and on the negotiation and signing of Memorandums of Understanding with anchor 
institutions in the different Regions of Africa, to run these programmes.  

4. Cities of Culture and Heritage:  The Secretary General reported on his participation at a 
conference held at Larache, Morocco, on 27 to 29 April 2017 where it was requested 
that the network of Medinas be expanded to include more African countries. During this 
conference the African network of cities for building and culture was established.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
In the ensuing discussion members raised several issues: 
 

 Regarding transfer of competences and funding, it was clarified that in Benin due to the 
time lag between the transfer of responsibilities from central government to local 
governments often it was necessary to follow-up outstanding resources to be paid to the 
local governments by relevant line ministries, under the scrutiny of Parliament. 

 In response to issues raised on the proposed Masters Degree programme the Secretary 
General explained that the purpose was to address the real capacity needs of local 
governments by offering relevant and appropriate curricula. He said that the need had 
first been expressed at the Marrakech Africities Summit in 2009. The actual 
implementation of the programme will be done through anchor academic institutions 
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with which UCLG Africa has concluded a Memorandum of Understanding. In this regard, 
the Secretary General cited the negotiations with MILE linked to Kwazulu Natal 
University in Southern Africa; the Ethiopian University for Public Service in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia for East Africa; the Institute of Local Government Studies (ILGS) and the 
Urban Management Institute of Accra, in Ghana for English speaking countries of West 
Africa; Central International Training of Local Authorities (CIFAL) in Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso, for French speaking countries of Central and West Africa; and the 
International University of Rabat, Morocco, for North Africa. It was essential for anchor 
institutions to offer internationally recognized qualifications, hence the need for 
accreditation. In this regard, an MoU had been entered into with the 
International Commission on Accreditation of Public Administration Education and 
Training Programs (ICAPA). This will ensure that the Masters programme to be offered 
by the academy would be accredited as a recognized qualification. Regarding the 
Colleges, these would provide short-term training on specialized knowledge in areas of 
local government. Two organisations had entered into a partnership with UCLG-Africa 
under ALGA to carry out programmes  - ENDA in Senegal; and ASSOAL in Cameroon to 
contribute to the ALGA College on participatory budgeting. The first course of the 
college is scheduled for the end of June. The first cohort of Masters students was 
expected to commence in January 2018. The UCLG-World president advised that ALGA 
should liaise with the South African Local Government Association (SALGA) to minimise 
duplication of similar programmes. 

 
The report of the Secretary General was 
  
ADOPTED 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12h35 and resumed at 14h30 
 
 

6. Information on Global Agendas with Impact on Local Governments 
 
1. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): The Secretary General summarized some initiatives 

being taken to localize the implementation of SDGs. Emphasizing the role of local 

governments as the ultimate level at which achievement of SDGs would be realized or failed, 

the Secretary General said that without local authorities active engagement in the 

implementation, 65% of the SDGs would fail. He therefore implored on members to 

acquaint themselves with these initiatives and galvanize their constituents to take concrete 

measures to localize SDGs. 

2. Climate Agenda: Invited guest, Mr Seyni Nafo, Ambassador, Special Advisor to the President 

of the Republic of Mali and lead African negotiator for Climate Change outlined the salient 

issues on the subject highlighting its essential elements and expectations from African local 

governments. He said that although Africa accounted for only 3% of green house gas 

emissions the continent suffers the most of the consequences of climate change. The Paris 

Climate Agenda advocates taking the necessary measures to limit the increase of global 

temperatures to between 1.5 and maximum 2 degrees by 2100. Cities account for over 75% 

of carbon emissions, hence the need to engage them to formulate strategies to reduce these 
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emissions. For the countries of the South the urban population is expected to grow by 2 

billion by 2030, thus, potentially exacerbating carbon emissions. Concrete measures should 

be taken to mobilize resources to achieve the goal to reduce carbon emissions. An 

integrated approach that addresses various competences was required. Such an approach 

would encompassing such areas as urban planning and construction; agriculture, forestry 

management and green spaces; economic development; transport and mobility; production 

and consumption patterns; waste and sanitation; and energy production and consumption. 

It was recommended to set up a UCLG-Africa task force to collect statistical data on 

members plans for climate change; capacity development; call for proposals for specific 

interventions; and mobilize resources. There was need to ensure the integration of climate 

in local governments planning, improve the capacity to formulate projects as well as to 

measure and evaluate projects. He welcomed the idea that UCLG Africa puts its candidacy to 

become implementing partner and promised to support its candidature. He advise though 

that this request should be tabled without delay. 

3. Charter on the Values and Principles of Decentralisation, local governance and Development 

and the High Council of Local Authorities: Mr Pape Mor Ndiaye, UCLG-Africa special 

advisor, reported that only 11 countries had signed the Charter and only three ratified it. He 

proposed a change of approach emphasizing following up those countries that had signed to 

complete the process of ratification. Regarding the High Council Mr Ndiaye advised that 

although Senegal had offered to host the High Council of Local Authorities progress towards 

the implementation of the offer had stalled. Consideration was being given to re-launch the 

Call for Expression of Interest to host the High Council to which Senegal could still respond 

it if still wished to be considered. 

4. Specialized Technical Committee (STC8) of the African Union: Mr Abasse OLOSSOUMARE, 

Director General in the Department of Local Government of Benin, briefed the meeting on 

the activities of the STC8. The STC8 regroups the ministerial conferences for public service, 

urban development and housing, decentralization and local governments. The STC8 is 

chaired by the Minister for local governance of Benin Republic. The STC8´s mandate is to 

pursue political progress in Africa engaging the African Union primarily through the 

Committee of Political Affairs. Regarding collaboration with the UCLG-Africa, Mr 

Olossoumare informed the Executive Committee that the President of the STC8 had agreed 

that a MoU is signed between the STC8 and UCLG Africa in order that the STC8 take 

advantage of the huge experience gathered by UCLG Africa in dealing with decentralization 

policies in Africa, which gives it an advantage to play a leading role in the monitoring and 

evaluation of the implementation of the provisions of the African Charter on values and 

principles of decentralization, local governance and local development. He confirmed the 

willingness of the STC8 to participate in the upcoming Africities Summit; and request the 

assistance of UCLG Africa for the preparation and holding of joint meetings with the African 

Development Bank, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, the Regional 

Economic Commissions and the Development partners. 

5. Africa-European Union Cooperation: Mrs Claire Mandouze, UCLG-Africa Special Adviser, 

addressed the meeting on support relations between Europe and Africa. She explained that the 
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Cotonou ACP Agreement entered into in 2000 would expire in 2020. Now is the period to 

reflect on the relevance of the ACP especially for Africa and come up with recommendations 

on a better platform that addresses the needs of Africa. The environment had also changed 

with the recognition of local authorities as public authorities in the governance institutions 

that could receive direct EU support. Resulting from this change, the UCLG-Africa became a 

recipient of direct European Commission support. However, the financial procedures 

demanded by the European Commission were cumbersome. Madam Mandouze also 

mentioned the new migration policy of the European Union and lamented its basic approach 

that tended to be negative towards migration to Europe. The new migration policy had been 

accompanied by the setting up of a Trust Fund aimed at operationalizing the policy 

objectives. She emphasized the importance of Europe engaging with Africa as one and 

indivisible continent rather than the fragmentation currently observed. Furthermore, local 

governments should be fully engaged in the negotiations and in this regard, she called upon 

the mobilization of local governments to participate in the review processes. She reminded 

members that the European Union-Africa Summit would be held in November 2017 in 

Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire. It is proposed that a AU/EU local government Forum is held back to 

back with the Summit, and that prior to that summit, African Local Authorities, through the 

UCLG-Africa engage their European counterparts (European Local Authorities Associations) 

at a pre-summit in July 2017 in  order to prepare for the negotiations. 

Noting the importance of the issues presented, the acting president suggested that the information 

presented be collated and distributed to local governments. Some discussion points raised included: 

 The Secretary General advised that African people learn that without adequate preparation, 

the continent would always receive poorly conceived solutions to their problems due to 

their lack of analysis and informed insight. He observed that while the Europeans had 

prepared for the Valletta meeting that considered and issued a very important statement on 

migration, Africans had come to this meeting generally unprepared and were largely 

recipients of positions orchestrated by the Europeans.  It was essential that Africans take a 

firm position not to be drawn into positions that they would not have had an opportunity to 

consult on and take well considered views. He urged those with access to key decision 

makers not to remain silent but to articulate the positions discussed. 

 Noting the lack of preparedness of Africa participants to the Valletta meeting, some 

participants expressed regret on the positions that they have acceded to. The Trust Fund 

that had been set up partly to support development projects tended to benefit European 

business organizations as Africans were unable to respond appropriately to complex 

contractual requirements. There was need for capacity development in this regard. Eighteen 

months after the fund was set up its uptake remained rather poor.   

 The decision to accommodate central government departments in the membership of the 

UCLG-Africa could strengthen the organization especially in negotiations with central 

governments. 
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 The UCLG World president, Mr Parks Tau advised that while there was general 

acknowledgement that African Local governments should access Climate Funding, there was 

need to ensure that local authorities were well prepared for the process. It was also 

important to clarify how local governments were to participate in the Fund. Local authorities 

were encouraged to take measures to access the Green Climate Fund through clarifying 

requirements and clearly defining how they would approach the request for funding and 

developing the capacity to prepare appropriate project proposals.  

 The UCLG World president reported that there were several conversations at global 

Executive Bureau level taking place. He invited inputs from members on the issues. He 

advised that Terms of Reference (ToR) for an advisory Panel on the implementation of SDGs 

for the entire UCLG family were being considered. Members were invited to contribute their 

inputs on their suggestions on how such Advisory Panel could be set up and operated. The 

other conversation related to the financing of the global 2030 Agenda. In this regard the 

engagement of FMDV as a funding agent could be considered as well as pooling all relevant 

partnerships to promote funding of the Agenda. 

7. Implementation of Framework Partnership Agreement (FPA) with 

European Commission (EC) 
 
The acting president expressed gratitude for the support rendered by the European Commission (EC) 
to the UCLG-Africa and explained the rationale and focus of the support from the European 
Commission as well as the phases of the implementation from 2015 to 2017 (Phase 1) and 2018 to 
2020 (Phase 2). 
The Secretary General also thanked the EC for its support in strengthening the Secretariat and the 
African local governments. He also thanked, in particular, the EC office in charge of Civil Society and 
Local Authorities for leading and championing the work that led to the distinction of the work of 
local governments from that of non State Actors and civil society and the recognition of local 
authorities as direct beneficiaries of EU grants. This recognition had culminated in the signing of 
agreements with five associations under Framework Partnership Agreements. The Secretary General 
reported that the EC in the first phase, 2015 to 2017 had supported the consolidation of the ‘voice’ 
of local authorities through the strengthening of the UCLG Africa Secretariat. He highlighted the 
following: 
 

 The Secretariat had been strengthened through the hiring of additional key personnel, the 
provision of equipment and tools 

 Three Regional Offices had been established 

 Support for Africities Summit organization 

 Establishment of professional networks 

 Three Regional Resource Centres 

 Establishment of new national associations 

 Assessment of Capacity Development Needs of national associations at different levels of 
development 

 The setting up and operationalization of ALGA and development of a Masters degree 
programme 
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The Secretary General said that the next phase, 2018 to 2020 would focus on 
 

 Support local authorities to adapt to the new environment 

 The localisation of global agendas 

 The strengthening of the relationship with the European Commission through effective 
dialogue platforms 

 Strengthening of networks 

 Strengthening local authorities response to the Climate Change challenges 

 Inclusive Cities Campaign and effective response to SDG 11 and the management of cities in 
general 

 The Know Your City Campaign focusing on the need to integrate the city population rather 
than segment them 

 Support for secondary cities as well as strengthening the collaboration with the African 
Union of Architects 

 
Discussion and Comments 
 
In his response, the representative of the European Commission, Mr Angelo BAGLIO explained that 

he was on a mission to consider issues relating to the renewal of the partnership agreement. He said 

that the agreement was based on equality of partners. He said that local authorities are now 

rightfully recognised as public authorities. This was different from the position before. He 

emphasized that the aim of the European Commission was to support the strengthening of local 

authorities as the driving force for development; the building of efficient and competent local 

governments; and the elimination of corruption. The institutional capacity building of the Secretariat 

was considered important as it was the driving force for other improvements. He noted that 

advocacy and mobilisation had been successfully carried out and looked forward to the next phase 

that would focus on the transformation of the gains made during the first phase into concrete 

results. He emphasized that this included ensuring that national associations were able to support 

local authorities effectively. The goal was to render services to local authorities through capable 

national associations. The strengthening of national associations was considered a key success factor 

for the partnership agreement. 

He also raised the challenge of how to assess the results of our actions. At present, we were at the 

stage of ‘wait-and-see’ as it was difficult at this stage to grasp the real results of the actions taken. 

There was need to increasingly demonstrate results and not just processes. 

In conclusion, Mr Baglio expressed his gratitude for the EC being the UCLG-Africa partner and to 

reduce bureaucracy as well as clarify operational systems. 

The members who contributed to the discussion all thanked the EC for supporting the UCLG-Africa 

and made some remarks: 

 Regional Offices should focus on the output and impact of national associations support for 

local authorities. Ultimately the benefits must reach the local authorities and their 

communities 



 

16th Executive Committee Meeting  
 

16th Executive Committee Minutes   (Page 10 of 17) 

 The partnership should also focus on direct benefits to local authorities considering the 

pressures of urbanisation and the implementation of global agendas 

 While the EU support was vital the development of African cities rests largely with the cities 

themselves developing projects together with their governments. Through sharing their 

challenges with their peers on international platforms local authorities can resolve many of 

the problems they encounter. The technical networks created by the UCLG-Africa will help 

their staff address some of the challenges. The importance of developing tools to improve 

service delivery by local authorities was also emphasized. 

 Knowledge and capacity development are key in the new period 

 Implementation of decentralisation policy especially the transfer of means for devolved 

functions should be improved 

 Support for projects that enhance resource mobilisation for local authorities should receive 

more attention 

 Improving capacity for development of projects and funding should also be an  important 

focus in the next phase 

 While national associations had become more visible, their capacity to deliver is still very 

weak, especially their interface with central governments; hence the need for UCLG Africa to 

skill them with appropriate methods and tools 

 The importance for development partners to understand the local cultures in order to 

provide relevant support requires that UCLG Africa pursues it advocacy and awareness 

raising activities 

 The uptake of EC support for local authorities at country level remains very weak as most 

funds are taken by central government. Local authorities remain marginalised 

 The need to improve planning capacity in local authorities is urgently felt as Africa is facing 

the challenge of rapid urbanization 

 Post-Cotonou negotiations must engage local authorities otherwise the outcomes would fail 

to address the fundamental needs of the grassroots. Local authorities should receive more 

support as they were directly responsible for providing services to the people. There was 

also need to ensure consistency between EC policies and programme implementation 

 

In clarifying the EC position on some of the issues raised, Mr Baglio advised that while the EC 

support aimed to reinforce capacities, however, there must be a link to results. He also explained 

the different funding modalities of the EC emphasizing that there were funds available at national 

level that could be directly accessed by local authorities without the need for Call for Proposals 

In conclusion, the acting president thanked the EC delegation and assured the partners that all effort 

would be directed at ensuring the implementation of agreed projects. He hoped that the partnership 

between the EC and the UCLG-Africa would be renewed and strengthened. 

8. Financial and Administrative Matters 
 

The Secretary General presented a report on the implementation of the 2016 budget. He drew 

attention to the cash balance indicated in the report and advised that the amount was largely for 
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funded projects not yet implemented. He noted the improvement in membership fees payments 

which he attributed to the effects of the strengthening of the Secretariat that enabled better service 

provision to members as well as the obligations demanded for participation in the Extraordinary  

General Assembly held late last year.  Lobbying and Advocacy had also been concerted yielding good 

results, for example, the successful election of Mr Parks Tau to the UCLG World presidency. 

The Secretary General also explained the constraints that had adversely affected projects 

implementation.  

The Secretary General then read the audit report expressing the opinion of the auditor. The audit 

report had been satisfactory. Members of the Executive Committee noted with great satisfaction 

that there had been a significant improvement in financial management of the organization and in 

the presentation of the financial statements. They commended the Secretary General and his staff 

for this expected improvement. 

RESOLVED: To grant to the Secretary General discharge of the accounts for the fiscal year 2016 

9. Any Other Business 
 

1. Membership Fees Administration: The president of the UCLG-World and president of the South 

Africa Local Government Association (SALGA) sought clarification on why copies of membership 

fees invoices reminders were being sent to the parent ministry. He suggested that if this had 

been agreed to at an earlier meeting, the national association of the country must be informed 

to enable it to prepare a response should the government query the matter. The Secretary 

General responded that this matter had been discussed extensively and agreed at the General 

Assembly that the ministry be informed on the membership fees standing of local government 

members in the country. Furthermore, as a standard rule, the national association was always 

copied such correspondence to the ministry.   

2. Green Climate Fund: The Secretary General remarked that Africa had submitted projects worth 

only 4 billion dollars out of an expectation of 30 billion dollars. The inability to develop projects 

had hindered access to the Green Climate Fund. There was urgent need to develop the capacity 

of local authorities to develop eligible climate fund project proposals. 

3. In 2014, it had been agreed to set up an African Development Fund. The Secretary General 

reported that a study was underway and in October 2017 a workshop would be held to 

consider a vehicle that local authorities could use to access money on the open market. 

4. Partnership with Red Cross: The proposed partnership with Red Cross should include some pilot 

projects on rescue activity plans in order to improve disaster response. 

5. Africa-Europe Forum (Abidjan): It has been proposed to hold a pre-forum on 10 and 11 July 

2017 in Brussels at the fringes of the European Decentralized Cooperation Days. Members of 

the Executive Committee are invited to attend. 
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6. UCLG-Africa Administrative Audit: The consulting firm KPMG contracted to examine the 

organisation, staffing and operations of the Secretariat and Regions presented a progress 

report. The firm explained its Terms of Reference and reported that it had interviewed all staff 

including staff based at the Regional Offices. This was a diagnostic phase. During this phase the 

focus had been on interviews, documentary study, collecting disaggregated data, analysis of 

organisational structure, and human resources skills analysis. The development of the full 

report was now underway. 

7. Solidarity Statement: It was agreed that a small committee would draft a message of solidarity 

with the incarcerated president of the UCLG-Africa, mayor of Dakar Khalifa SALL. The statement 

would be circulated to all members and other stakeholders. 

10. Closing Remarks 
 

The president thanked all participants and declared the meeting adjourned at 12h10 on 30 May 

2017 

Confirmed as a Correct Record 

 
 
 
 
 
Jean Pierre ELONG MBASSI 

 
 
 
 
 
M. Hugues NGOUELONDELE  

SECRETARY GENERAL ACTING PRESIDENT OF UCLG-AFRICA 
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PARTICIPANTS LIST 

MEMBERS 

No MEMBER ORGANISATION REPRESENTED BY MEETING STATUS 

Northern Africa Region   

1 

Association des Maires de 
Mauritanie (AMM) 
Vice-Présidence CGLU-Afrique 
du Nord 

Mr Cheikh Ahmed BAYA 
Président de l’AMM 

Present 

2 
Moroccan Association of The 
Presidents of Municipal Council 
(AMPCC) 

M. Mohamed BOUDRA 
President 

Proxy: 
Represented by Fouad El OMARI  

3 

 
National Federation of Tunisian 
Cities (FNVT) 

 
M. Seifallah LASRAM 
Président de FNVT 
Maire de Tunis 

Not Present 
Proxy to Moroccan 
Association of The Presidents 
of Municipal Council (AMPCC) 

Western Africa Region   

4 

UCLG-Africa President 
UCLG-A Vice-President for 
Western Africa Region 

Mme Soham el WARDINI 
Deputy Maire de la Ville de 
Dakar 

Present: 
Representing the Mayor of 
Dakar – M. Khalifa SALL 

5 
National Association of Locales 
Authorities of Ghana (NALAG)  

Isaac Ashai ODAMTEN 
President of NALAG 

Apologies: Not yet appointed 

6 
National Association of 
Municipalities of Cape Verde 
(ANMCV) 

M .Manuel Monteiro de PINA 
President of ANCV 

Proxy to City of Dakar 

Eastern Africa Region  

7 

Association of Districts of 
Victoria (ADV) 

Mr David ANDRE 
President of the Association of 
Districts of Victoria 
Vice-president of East Africa 
Region 

Present 

8 

Association of Local Authorities 
of Tanzania (ALAT) 

GULAMHAFEEZ Abubakar 
MUKADAM 
President of ALAT 
Mayor of Shinyanga 

Apology 

9 Uganda Local Government Mr George MUTABAAZI Apology 
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No MEMBER ORGANISATION REPRESENTED BY MEETING STATUS 

Association (ULGA) 

Central Africa Region   

10 

Association of Mayors of Congo 
AMC 

M. Hugues NGOUELONDELE  

Mayor of Brazzaville, Congo 
UCLG-A Vice-President for 
Central Africa Region 

Present 

11 
Association of Mayors of Gabon 
AMG 

Madam Rose Christiane 
OSSOUKA RAPONDA 
Maire de Libreville 

Present 

12 
United Councils and Cities of 
Cameroon (CVUC) 

M. Francois SOMAN Present 

Southern Africa Region  

13 South Africa Local Government 
Association 
SALGA 

Mr Parks TAU – President 
South Africa Local Government 
Association (SALGA)  
Vice-President of Southern 
Africa 
UCLG World President 

Present 

14 Botswana Association of Local 

Authorities BALA 

Mr. Mpho MORUAKGOMO 
President of BALA 

Proxy to SALGA 

15 Association of Local Authorities 
of Namibia ALAN 

Mr Leonard JONA 
President of ALAN 

Absent 

SECRETARY GENERAL 

16  UCLG Africa General Secretariat Mr Jean Pierre ELONG MBASSI  
 Secretary General  

Present 

 
INVITED 

No NAME DESIGNATION 

1 
M. Noureddine BOUTAYEB Minister Delegate to the Minister of the Interior, Kingdom 

of Morocco 

2 

Mme. Fatna EL KIHEL REFELA Proxy 
Secrétaire d’états Chargée de l’Habitat après du Ministère 
de l’Aménagement du Territoire, de l’habitat et de la 
politique de la ville 
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No NAME DESIGNATION 

3 
M. Mohammed SAMIR TAZI Wali, Directeur General des Collectivites Locales (DGCL), 

Kingdom of Morocco 

4 
M. Mohand LAENSER President of the Association of Presidents of Regions of 

Morocco 

5 M. Mohamed SADIKI President of the Commune of Rabat 

6 
M. Mohamed MOUBDI Moroccan Association of Presidents of Communal Councils 

(AMPCC) 

7 Mme Claire MANDOUZE UCLG-Africa Special Advisor 

8 Mr Pape Mor NDIAYE UCLG-Africa Special Advisor 

9 
Mr. Abasse OLOSSOUMARE Director General of the Department of Decentralisation and 

Local Government of the Republic of Benin 

10 
Mr Seyni NAFO Ambassador, Special Advisor to the President of the 

Republic of Mali, Lead African Negotiator for Climate 
Change 

11 
Mme. Rahmatouca DIEYE SOW Directeur de  Cabinet Adjointe Maire de Dakar, Senegal 

 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITIES ATTENDEES 

No NAME POSITION 

1 
Mme Wafae BOUAMRI Moroccan Association of Presidents of Communal 

Councils (AMPCC) 

2 
Mme. Mina BOUHDOUD Moroccan Association of Presidents of Communal 

Councils (AMPCC) 

3 
M. Mohammed Yassine DAOUDI Vice President: Moroccan Association of Presidents of 

Communal Councils (AMPCC) 

4 M. Benjamin LOUKAKOU Focal Point for UCLG-Africa 

5 M. Achilles BOURDES TCHICAYA Association des Maires du Gabon 

6 M. Jean Richard MBENGUILY City of Libreville, Gabon 

7 
Mr. Loyiso NTSHIKILA Chief of Staff – South African Local Government 

Association (SALGA) 
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OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
 

No NAME POSITION 

1 MAHAMOUD, Abdillaiti Korah President of Djinouti Association of Local Development 

2 
HERNIOU, Christophe GFA Consulting Group - - Monitoring and Evaluation of 

Framework Partnership Agreement with European 
Commission 

3 

BOUCHIER Josyane GFA Consulting Group – Team Leader Monitoring and 
Evaluation of Framework Partnership Agreement with 
European Commission 

4 OULRHACHI, Nadia Ministry of Interior 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

No NAME POSITION 

1 MAIGA, Souleymane Idrissa Chief of Staff and Director of Operations 

2 YATTA, Francois Director of Programmes 

3 PATSIKA, Charles 
Director, Membership Development, External Relations 
and Networks Coordination 

4 ZARROUK, Najat Director, Africa Local Government Academy (ALGA) 

5 TANHARTE, Youssef Director, Finance and Administration 

6 Dr NYENDE, Juma Menlya Director, Eastern Africa Regional Office 

7 SALIFOU, Abdulaye Director, Southern Africa Regional Office (SARO) 

8 MEKONE SALE, Juliet Director, West Africa Regional Office 

9 BENDIMYA, Souad  Membership Officer 

10 BENLEBSIR, Soumia Responsible centre de Documentation 

11 Thierry SANZHIE BOKALLY Senior Knowledge Management Officer  

12 CHERKAOUI Mohamed Protocol Officer 

13 BENSMAIL, Nihad Communications 

14 TOUKAM YOMI, Gaelle Journalist 

15 Abdallah IAZZAOUI IT Manager 

16 ZNAIDI, Khadija Communications 
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No NAME POSITION 

17 RAZOUKI, Fatima Personal Assistant to Secretary General 

18 NZAMBA NZAMBA, Lionel Assistant, Direction of Operations 

19 PABA SALE, Iyamma Chargée du suivi des contrats 

20 HOUMADA, Sara 
Assistant, Directorate of Membership Development, 
External Relations and Networks Coordination 

21 BOUMAAZ, Wafae Assistante Chargée des Etude 

22 JELTI, Boutayna Administrative Assistant 

 


